APOLOGY 


SOCRATES CHRISTIANUS: 


Or a Brief and Plain 


NARRATIVE 


OF HIS 


Honeſt Endeawours for the Scrvice of his Country, 
K and of the Diſhoneſt . Practices, which. 
! F have been uſed to Suppreſs them, and Oppreſs 
him,with Falſe Repozts and Calumnies. 
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al In a Letter to a wery Worthy and Generous Friend, 

[Y — ; == 
4 | Honoured Sir, ; : | 

g | Hough I have not been Ignorant for ſome time, that I 
M have been much injured by Falſe Reports induſtriouſly 
e | ſpread abroad by the Practices of ſome Perſons of truly 
I- Latitudinarian Principles, in expreſs terms, that I ans - 
e a Mad Man, am turned Papiſt, and that I Wrote what” I have of 
n late Printed, through the Inſtigation or Perſwafion of Prieſts end Feſuites; 

" yet have I hitherto Diſpiſed them all, becauſe I thought the' Folly 


of the firſt ſufficiently manifeſt by what I have fo lately 
- Wricten and Printed ; _ of the next both by my Pro-. 


 feſſom 
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Mon of Fuitb lately Printed, and by what I daily do ;; 
i" 5 Wea of ſufticient Witiefles, in the Calebendon of ihe 
Chiiltian Sacrifice and Adminiſtration of the Ho'y Sacrament 
with common Bread, in both kinds, in a vulgar Language, 
in a Form of Engliſh Compoſure in the Reign of Edward Y]. 
and recommended to the Church of Scotland by Englith Biſhops, 
in the Reign of King Cbarles I. and which 1 Piinted and Pre: 
ſznted to the Arch-biſhop and other Biſhops, and have for. 
merly uſed in a publick Church in the Heart of the City, 
tor between two and thiee Years together ; and the Unreaſe- 
nablene(s of the laſt, ( of it ſelf a filly Surmile, and utterly impro- 
bable. ) eaſily perceivable by Men ot Learning in the Diff- 
rences obſervable in my Writings from thoſe of the Roma- 
niſts, both in ſeveral Opinions, and in the manner of treat- 
ing thoſe wherein we come neareſt to Agreement: Yet 
ſince you have ben pleaſed not only to do me Right very 
generouſly in my abſence upon all Occaſions, but often pre: 
ſed me to do Right ro my ſelf and my own Cauſe, if not 
for my own Sake, at leaſt jor the Service of his Majeſty and 
my Country ; for which ſuch Reports, though Falſe, might 
ſomewhat dilable me : This laſt Conſideration, together with 
the reſpe&t I ought to. have for ſo Generous a Friend, have 
- prevailed with me to give you a brief and plain Account in 
Writing of the Occaſions of all this Noife and Clamour, and indi- 
re and ſhametul Practices of the Authors of it againſt me. 


I have long ſince, upon good Confideration of all I coul& 
meet with pertinent to the Queſtion, been well fatisfyed ot 
the Truth of the Chriſtian Religion; and by reading the Writ- 
ings of the Ancient Chriſtians from my Youth, together with 
the Holy Scriptures, well ſatisfied what is the Tr#ue, Genuine, 
Primitive, Catholick Chriſtianity, By this means I have been 
long ſenfible of great Corruptioms and Abuſes, not only in. what 
s truly and properly Popery, but alſo in what is vulgarly cry'd 
up for Reformation : And theſe no leſs pernicious and diſtruRive 
to the Rights and Intereſt of the Church and Kingdom of 
Chriſt upon Earth, and to the Power and Efficacy of true 
Religion, than the other, but much more ſubtile and plaufible, 
and ſavouring of the Craft of the Serpent, and truly Antichrif- 
tian. And as much as this I have ſaid before now in Print, 
without any ſuch Noiſe and Clamour agaiaſt ir. As 
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Indeed I have long complained of theſes things; and for 
this ſeven Years laſt paſt, ſince I was more ſpecially engaged 
in the more immediate Service of God, TI have been indea- 
vouring for the Reformation but of fome of them, which I 
thought both moſt neceſſary, and moſt eaſy to be effected, 
by private Applications for fome time ; till being grieved at the 
hardneſs of their Hearts, and inſuperable Reſtineſs and Uncon- 
cernedneſs for ſuch things, which I obſerved in ſuch as ought 
to have been the fiſt and principal Movers in ſuch Occaſions, 
it provoked me to a Review of the Roots 
aud Original of this Religion, called the Re- - Mr. Baxter calls 
\ formation, which brings forth no better Fruits, it the Nominal miſ- 

And therein I obſerved yet more Abuſes, than #47 Reformarion. 

I had obſerved, or ſufficiently conſidered before. This Work I 

had ſcarce finiſhed, when we had the welcome News of the 

preſent Peace concluded ; which had been more welcome to 

me, had it not bzen damped by my Senſe and Apprehenſion 

of the Miſchiefs of theſe unhappy Differences in Religion, which 

had been the Occaſion of ſuch Wars and Confuſions already, and 

were as like to be ſo ſtill, if ſome good Care was not taken in 

time to compoſe them. And upon this I renewed my former Ap- 

plications, by Letter to ſuch as I thought moſt proper for me to 

apply to ; and defired that the CONVOCATION might be per- 

mitted to fir and conſider of theſe things, otherwiſe, it we mighe 

not have the opportuni:y to propoſe matters of ſuch importance to 

the Church ColleQtive in @ Syed, there would be a neceiliry of 
doing it to the Church Diffuſive from the Prefs : But could ger no - 
other anſwer, but that the King would not permit ir, Which I 

take to be no leſs injurious to his Majeſty, than it is to all the 

Clergy, and whole Church and Nation. 


For it is certain that the King ( and in him the Church and 
Nation, and his Government too) hath been much abuſed by ill 
Advice or Miſinformation both of his Right and Duty, and con- = 
cerning the Major pare of the Clergy and Convocation by ſome 
FaRious Perſons, it it be true that he will not permit the Convo- 
cation to fic and At; or by that Pretence, if it be not ſo indeed. 
This may eafily be demonſtrated beyond all contradiction: And 
the Truth of it is like to break out erelong beyond all oppoſition, 
to the ſhame and confuſion O_ who with their Latictuvina- 

2 TI 


CAR 

rian Prudentials haxe made no ſcruple to betray the Rights of 
Chriſt's Church, and of their own Order, and the nfttual Con- 
bdence between the King and People, which is the Principal means 
of a happy Government, by ſuch Flattery, as no Party of Chriſti. 
ans in this Nation, or rarely any where elle, are guilty of beſides 
themſelves, and their deſpicable Party. But as there is no Evil, 
but is capable of improvement to Good by ſuch as know how to make 
their Advantage of it, ſo thcſe Evil Practices have given a juſt 
occaſion ta.a. Wiſe and Magnanimous Prince to demonſtrate the 
SINCerity. and Juſtice of his Intention and Reſolution to Govern 
according to theNoble Principles of the- true Engliſh Government, 
| by. Reſtoring ts the Church thoſe Rights, which as to any real advan- 
rage to the State, are lighter than a Feather in his Cap,but heavier 
than Lead intheir miſchievous Conſequences, while they are ufur- 
ped and detained, both to King and People: but wou'd be of in- 
credible advantage to him, if he after all would refolve to be the 
Prince who ſhould generouſly reſtore chem. 


Aﬀer I had waited for the Sitting of the Convocation till the 
next Seflions of Parliament, and ſaw it again paſt hopes, I began- 
to think of Printing ; and made choice of a Subjet moſt proper 


tor my purpoſe in many reſpes; but eſpecially for their Judgment _ 


to whom LI thought fit next to apply my ſelf in this caſe, that is,the 
Lord Chancellor, Judges, and Gentlemen of the Honourable 
Profeſlion of the Law. And in the Preface to them, I have ſuffi 
ciently declared what is my only Deſigo in that, and the other 
- things, which I have ſince publiſhed. h 

removing of ſuch miſchievous Differences and feeds of Wars and 
Confuſions, out of the way of ſuch Perſons, as are apt to make: 
their Advantage of ſuch Occaſions ; or at leaſt that the Cauſe ob 
my Country, that is, of! this Church and Nation, in all fuch 
Differences, as cannot be compoſed, may: be fo rectified and 
ſe right, as not only to be made Defenſable, fo that an honeſt 
impartial Man need not ſcruple to appear in it ; but fo plain 
and irreſiſtable, that no conſiderate Adverſary ſhould dare to. 
oppoſe it, And ſach Ithink I have found by experience it may. 
b2. Bur to give Life to. this, F- thought fir not. only ro ſhew. 
ſome reaſons' to beleive that ſuch an atrempt. is not unreaſo- 
nable or impracicable, but that the Faults on this ſide are. 
fach as make it abſolutely neceſſary; chat I might, if poſlible,. 


2a lictls awaken ſuch as I have hitherto fonnd ſo reſty and. 
unCon-.. 


ich is no other than the 


| 
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unconcerned in matters of ſo great importance. This is the" 
Sum of that honeſt Deſign, which in all theſe things I have been 
labouring to promote as I could, conſidering what Perſons I 
had to deal with, | 


" And I expected either a fair Anſwer by ſome learned Per- 
ſon for the ſatisfaction of my ſelf and others, or ar leaſt to 
have been called to anſwer for what I had Written, before ſome 
competent Authority, where I- might have been heard, and 
have anſwered” for my ſelf to what ſhould be objected againſt 
me. But there were other Counſe's reſolved on, and at laſt 
inſtead of what I expeed I found a Report induſtriouſly Spread 
in Book-ſellers Shops, and afterwards very common both in 
City and Country, that the Author was Mad, and the Book. 
did not deſerve an Anſwer. It was not altogether without a 
Precedent, for ſome Gentlemen in the Houfe of Commons. 
had made uſe of ſuch a ſhift to eſcape a Petition in the 
late Queens time againft them there, for Diſcouraging the Ex- 
. ecution of the Laws, and Contempt of her Majeſties Autho- 
rity; which was fo well atteſted as could not otherwiſe be 
anſwered, but by well timeing that Projet. And Mr. Fobwſon- 
before that had himſelf been ſo treated by one concerned in 
this, and gives inſtances of others ſo ſerved; fo that it might. 
well paſs with Men of Laticudinarian Principles for a tried Ex- 

riment in a deſperate Caſe, where no better Expedient could 
be found ; only the difference berween a Petition known to-: 
few, and a Book Printed-and Publiſhed, and a ſufficient Evidence. 
of it ſelf of the truth of the Caſe, to all who pleaſe to peruſe. 
it, was not perhaps very well conſidered ; for that will diſcover 
to whom that imputation does moſt juſtly belong. But they: 
who think fit to conſider the moſt exa& Procedents of this whole. 
matter, may pleaſe to have recourſe to. the Sacred Records both. 
Old and New, and there they may-find enough to ſatisfy them. 
what Judgment to make in this Cale, and what Spirit-it is that. 
acts under the Sheeps clothing of Moderation. 


But this did neither diſcourage nor divert me from proceeding. 
in my honeſt Deſign and Endeavours for the Service of God and. 
my Country, and for that purpoſe I thought fir, according to the- 
Practice of the Ancient Chriſtians in ſuch caſes, to draw up a Pro-.. 
feſſim of my Fairh with particular reſpec to the. Roman Terms. 
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of Communion, with all the Candor and Impartialicy, that ] 
poſlibly could, but Printed off but very few, to be ſent to ſome 
learned Men on both fides here at Londen, and ſome principal 
Men in both the Vniverſities. From the Catholicks I received 
only ons little Paper, to which I ſoon returned an anſwer, and 


heard no more from any of them. And here I muſt in Juſtice * 


do them right, and I aſfure you, I never converſed with any 
Perſons more Cantious of giving any Offence to the Govern- 
ment in my Life, nor have I Written, in all that I have Written 


any one Sentence or Word at the ſuggeſtion of any one of them: 


So falſe and injurious to them as well as to my 12If, is that laſt 
of the Reports before mentioned. From one of our preſent Biſhops 
I received a very angry Letcer, wherein he charged me wirh Par- 
tiality to the Church . of Rome, but it ſeems had immediatly that 
remorſe of Conſcience upon it, that before Night I had another 


From him to this effe, that he had truſted coo much to his Me- 
' Mmory , but upon farther peruſal of what I had Written, he found 


I had dealt ſeverely enough with the Church of Rome. And from 


' one other conſiderable Clergyman of the Church of England, I 


DJ 


received more Friendly Animadverſions upon moſt of the Articles, 
though not without ſome warmth and a little Partiality, but no 


more than might be expected ; and when I had waited for more 


as long as I thought neceſſary, [ altered what I chought fit, and 


ler it be printed off, and put into the Hands of one or two Book- 


ſellers. I fitted it as well as I could for my purpoſe, that is, as 
one ought to do who lincerely deſires and endeavours an Agree- 
ment. The Catholicks I treated witch that Reſpect as was proper 
to invite them, and yet with that plain Dealing as was neceſſary 
to make them ſenſible of ſome things unreaſonable on their ſide : 
And the Proteſtants with that plain Declaration of fich Faults vn 
their ſide, as might convince them of a. necefficy of an Agreement, 
or at leaſt of ſuch an Amendmer:t of their Cauſe as ſhould leave all 
the Faulrc on the other ſide, if that could not be accompliſhed; and 
for my ſelf did what I think all ſincere Chiiſtians onght to do, de- 
fired Communion upon ſuch Terms as I could ſubmit tro. And by 
this means I have obtained this Advantage ; firit the Satisfaction 
of my own Conſcience, that I'am clear from all that Guile which 
others lie under ; and next that the Catholicks themſelves cannot 
juſtly charge me with either Sacrilege, Schiſm, or Hereſy, and 
yet am I no ſuch Papiſt by any actual Reconciliation, or fo much 
35 in Opinion, as theſe unworthy L atitudinarians; no leſs contrary 


to 
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to their own Conſcience than to the Truth, have maliciouſly re- 
ported me. But ſuch was the anſwer 1 received to this alſo, as it a 
Judgment of Infatuation from almighty God had already ſeized 
ppon them, that they ſhould make uſe of ſuch means, as by thoſe 
very things, which they endeavoured to oppoſe, might without 
more a doe, be detected of Falſity and Folly, and that be 
- manifeſt to all Men. And I muſt Confeſfs, when upon theſe flalſe 
Reports and Calumnies, I thought fit to trouble my ſelf no 
farther than only to. go where I was ſure to meet with ſome of 
the Principal to ſee what they would ſay to my ſelf, their Car- 
riage was ſo Unchriſtian and even Unmanly as ſeem'd to me, as 
if God had lefe them to expoſe their own weakneſs and worthleſ- 
neſs before my Face and all there preſent. 


Upon this I printed my Letter to a Biſhop, and ſoon after to 
give an inſtance and proof in one particuler of thoſe things, which 
I there alleaged only in more general terms, the Great Queſtion con- 
cerning the Authority of the Engliſh Clergy, to make them ſenſj- 
ble, if poflible, of the Neceflity of a Convocation and” better con- 
' fideration of theſe Matters, of which I had never publiſhed any 

' thing, if we might have had a Convocation. This I believe next to 
their Temporalties, was likely to touch them neareſt to the quick :. 
And fo ic ſeems it did, but yet could not awaken them to a due 
Senſe of their Duty and true Intereſt, fo as to apply themſelves 
to more proper and dire& means to perform MM one, and ſecure 
the other : But rather like Men beſides themfelvos, they not only 
with Preachments and frightful Ouccries againlt theGrowth of Po- 
 pery Alarm'd the Mobb, but with Appeals to all Proteſtant Prin- 
ces, and Letters to Members of Parliament preſented Qccaſions to- 
ſome, who were ready to catch at them, and knew how to uſe 
them to ſuch purpoſes, as ſufficient Experience fhews- neceſſary 
to the well looked to in time. It ſometimes makes me think of 
\ the Fool at Daventry, who it one gave him a box on the Ear, 
would preſently give another to the next before him: But I ſcaped 
not ſo; for in that part of the City, where I not long fince lived 
were ſuch Clamour and Perjudice raiſed againſt me, that moſt of 
my Friends were afraid to fay what they could for me ; for there 
was part of the Knave,as well as of the Fool in it. But the myſtery 
ks better known than is neceſſary here to have more faid of it, _ 
itis not amiſs to remember what unſuſpeted Conſequences theſe 
Nations have not long ſince ſeen proceeding from he like __ 
Cir 
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"Their laſt Effort againſt me, was a grievous Complaint tothe | 
*Privy Council behind my back, tho' I had offered ſome of them -- 
to appear either there or any where elſe to anſwer whatever t ; 
could alledge againſt me. And this when it was enquired into,  - 
was found to have juſt as much Truth and Weight in it as all the © 
_ reſt, and ſerves only ſtill more to expoſe their own Wiſe Politicks +; 
and the Weakneſs of their Cauſe. And herel cannot but take go.  Y * 
tice of a very remarkable agreement between theſe Practices of .' 
theſe Latitudinariaus now, and the Sect of the Libertins heretofore, 
who when they were not otherwile able to reſiſt the Truth, which # _ 
was ſpoken to them, firſt raiſed Calumnies againſt the Speaker, } 
then ſtirred up the People ; and then accuſed him betore the Coun. 
Cil ; But at laſt they gave him a Hearing before they paſſed their 
Sentence againſt him, which is more than theſe have yer done. 
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And now by the Truch of theſe ſhameful Reports raiſed and - 
ſpread againſt -me, may any Man of Senſe judge, what Credit 
is to be given to all the reſt: By the one how weak and in- 
defenſable a Cauſe they have 3 and by the other, that there is 
fome Myſtery fit to be ſearched into, carried on under that} - 
falſe and groundleſs Cover, which *tis to be hop'd will- appear ' 
in due time. But how far ſuch things are to. be countenan- 
ced or tolerated in a fetled Government , is to be left to 
them to whom it doth belong, to conſider. And therefore , 
I ſhall here conclude when L[ have told you that in all his, | 
and all T have Printed upon this occaſion, I know not one Sen- 
tence or Word, which I do not believe to be honeſtly and ſimply 
true. And ſuch I hope you ſhall always find me, and. 6 


"4 bn; =H6.ogg | Tour faithful Friend 
axd humble $ ervant. 
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